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Watermelons Production Guide

“Integrated Crop Solution”

Watermelons are mainly grown flat outdoors. To supply an early market the use of low plastic
tunnels can advance the culture by creating a suitable microclimate and raising the soil
temperature.

Well-drained soils with good aeration and moisture retention are preferred. A timely addition of
organic material, well decomposed, can help in obtaining the right soil structure. A slight acid to
nuetral pH (6.5-7.0) in the soil, provides best growing conditions. Work the soil deeply to create
optimal conditions for root development.

Before planting apply approx. 50t/ha of organic material e.g. farm manure. When (according to a
recent soil analysis) the soil has a good balance of available nutrients watermelons need approx:

- before planting 60 kg/ha N 130 kg/ha P,O, 200 kg/ha K,O
- after planting 100 kg/ha N 0 kg/ha P,O, 150 kg/ha K,O
total 160 kg/ha N 130 kg/ha P,O, 350 kg/ha K,0O

If, during the culture, it becomes apparent that one of the elements is deficient, apply top
dressing. Also if necessary apply approx. 40 kg/ha MgO.

Next to direct sowing, consideration should be given to the use of transplants. Sowing can be
done in pressed peat blocks or in tray cells. Size of block should be 5x5 cm. Water the planting
medium thoroughly and allow to drain for 4-6 hours before sowing. After sowing the optimal air
temperature should be at least 25° C, although outdoors this is difficult to regulate.

Transplanting can take place 3-4 weeks late when the young plant has 3-4 true leaves. Harden-off
the plants before planting. This can be done by lowering the greenhouse temperature, reducing
irrigation, or moving the plants outside to increase their exposure to field conditions. When sown
directly make sure that the soil temperature is at least 20°C.

Plant spacing in the field will vary depending upon location, cultural practices and production
equipment used.

Rows are 2.0-2.5 m apart with 1.0-1.2 plants per running meter (5000 pl/ha), Placing windbreaks to
protect the crop proves beneficial. Fruit-setting is improved by placing beehives in the field

(3-4) beehives per ha).
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Irrigate as necessary by means of sprinkler, a drip or furrow system. After transplanting irrigate
immediately to allow the young plant to develop their roots. It is advisable not to irrigate from the
time of sowing or planting until the first fruit setting. This will stimulate the roots to penetrate deeply
into the moisture level of the soil, irrigate well after fruit setting and during further development.
Avoid irrigation immediately before harvesting, as this will affect the quality of the fruits.

Harvest the watermelons just before they reach maturity. They will riper sufficiently during transport.
To maintain a good quality watermelon, harvest early in the morning to avoid the field heat. If
watermelons are stored under controlled temperature conditions do not let the temperature drop
below 100C to avoid chilling injury.

SEED-CO



91104 apej|isn4 sasselb 01 aduablawalsod -
bunue|d Jayy
[umopydnol|  spaam 03 @>uabiawaisod -
bunue|d aio0)jog
SIN31904d d3am
do| Jeisiwy/eAliQ/onelg 210050243 13 BlIRUIRY|Y
do] Jeisiwy/eAllO/onelg asoudelyuy
do] Jeysiuy/eanio MIp|IN A1apmod
PI0S 0l]04/SNAdY map|iy Aumoq
do] Jeisiwy/eAniQ/onelg 1yb1jg wals Awwno
pjoo oljo4| Jers uoidy o buidweq
SW31904d ISv3SId
eu L eu sanl| §'v-8°0 1S 00S umopydno | J>aweukqg 2\ J9pIds pay
€ €L oL 6051 dM S/ prebuy _ oby|dwy saly upjduwing
eu L eu FEYTES 15 801 0bIA0S uoaz 3eley)/obidwy sie||idiazed
L €1l oL-L IWw 00§ 1S 05T SnAdy JaWeukqg/piebuL Jaulwyea
L -1 ¥1-0l |W 008 DS 05T PAIMO VIoEZ EHEIZRIZn)y sduyy
€ 1 oL W 00T S G Uo7 a1eiey| eJe1IY/SS9YD eie)dy/obinjos sduy 1 g spiydy
eu i eu TR 91104 ape|isn4 U097 9jeley SWIOMIND
€ €1 0L-/ S| ST ploo oljo ODINOS spiydy 73 soporewaN
€ €l oL |W 095 D3 810 23Weulg SW31804d 1S3d
€ [4 ol b ooy OM 06 5S3Y5 001-S£ 78-99 9S-61 6v-tv 67-0C 0z-0 0lL-
Sm_ m-” o_m._m o mv_mw_\u_ww” — NU*MWHNM%DN@ Bunsaniey Buniniy suny|  siamoyy| sanersbap| adusbiswg| yueid-aid
L €1 Ll W 00€-00C DZ 501 obidwy 1Eed >_._mm_ >_._mm_ B mc___uwwm 3 buimos
L €l 71-0L |woos| DS szedoy seisiwy
€ €1l 4 600z DM G e1ey

PV e S

FNINVEOOHd AVHdS SNOTIWHILVM

SEED-CO



=% SEED CO
GROWER’S GUIDE

Rust
Anthracnose
Halo Blight

Black Rot
Club-root
S

Diamondback Moth *
Aphids

. Diamondback Moth Black Rot
n“n“ Aphids
Cucumber
Tunnel
Gem Squash . .
Hubbard Pumpkin Fly .
“nn__ Aphids Powdery Mildew
55 Fruit Fly Virus Diseases
Whitefly Powdery Mildew
White Bulb Rot
170 g 850-1000 Thrips Pink Root Rot
ta
Pumpkin Pumpkin Fly Powdery Mildew
Semi-bush Cutworm Fruit Rots
Hv = Stalk Borer Rust
‘n“__ NCLB
~ Bollworm Blight
Tomato 0 Whitefly Bacterial Wilt
R J - Nematodes Viruses

Red Spidermite fm
Aphids Powdery Mildew
Whitefly Downy Mildew

)




